The Week in Florida Agriculture

November 3-9, 2008

Peanut digging is 94 percent complete, the same as this
time last year, and 2 percent below the five-year average
progress of 96 percent. Peanut and cotton harvest is near
completion in many counties with good yields reported.

Early frost damaged about
500 acres of peas.
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plants are open with three more planning to open soon.

Citrus: Mild weather covered the entire citrus belt with warm afternoons
and cool evenings and mornings. Rainfall was less than one-tenth of an
inch across the growing area, causing most owners to implement regular
irrigation schedules. The quantity and quality of fruit continues to be
reported good in all areas. Ratios are being reported ahead of last
season on all orange varieties; grapefruit ratios are about the same. Few
caretakers are resetting groves at this time due to the limited availability
of trees. Grove activity includes limited harvesting, herbiciding and
mowing. Scouting for greening and removal of affected trees continues in
many areas. Over 40 major packinghouses are open with only a couple
of large houses remaining to open. Varieties being packed include early
oranges (Navels, Ambersweet and Hamlin), white and colored grapefruit,
and early tangerines (Fallglo and Sunburst). Processing is still very
limited, mostly due to packinghouse shutdowns. About a half dozen

Florida City has begun
snap bean harvest.
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